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to leave work and subsist upon rations obtained by charity. I am
certain that without suffering it is not possible for them to get their
grievances remedied.5'
Gandhi having pleaded guilty, the magistrate sentenced him to
pay a fine of ^60 or nine months' rigorous imprisonment under the
Natal Indenture Law. "I elect to go to jail/* said Gandhi, His part-
ing message to the strikers was: "No cessation of the strike without
repeal of the £3 tax. The Government, having imprisoned me, can
gracefully make a declaration regarding the repeal."
The imprisonment of Gandhi acted like a signal and 20,000
labourers in Natal struck work. The news of the strike and arrest
spread everywhere and thousands of labourers unexpectedly and
spontaneously came out on the south coast of Natal j from Durban to
Isiping, as well as on the north coast.
The Government now followed a policy of blood and iron.
Mounted military policemen chased the strikers, but they refused to
be cowed down. The authorities resorted to firing and the strikers
bravely faced it. Their bravery evoked sympathy even from the
whites. In Durban, the Social Democratic Party passed a resolution
expressing their entire sympathy "with the Indian workers in their
present struggle for the repeal of the obnoxious and useless £3 tax,
and endorse their action of withholding their labour as the only
means left to them to that end."
Gandhi was still to stand his second trial. On November 13 he was
taken to Volksrust jail where Kallenbach and Polak were lodged.
He appeared before the court on the i4th. The police found it difficult
to secure witnesses. The charge was proved against him by witnesses
furnished by himself.
But who would testify against Kallenbach and Polak? It was
decided that Gandhi should aid the crown as Kallenbach and Polak
did not wish that the cases should be protracted for the lack of
evidence. Accordingly Gandhi provided the evidence against
Kallenbach and appeared as witness against Polak. The proceedings
against Gandhi were completed on November 14, against Kallenbach
on the 15th and against Polak on the 17th, and the magistrate
passed sentence of three months* imprisonment on each of them.
Gandhi passed a few days in company of his friends and new
prisoners came every day with news from outside. The Government
now decided to separate Kallenbach, Polak and Gandhi and send

